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GS1 MAKES IT POSSIBLE

THE GLOBAL LANGUAGE 
OF BUSINESS



Our Vision

GS1 Ireland’s vision is a world in which GS1 is the preferred industry standard to Identify,
Capture and Share information among participants in the supply chain about products,
services, business locations and more.

Our Mission

GS1 Ireland’s purpose is to:
• Lead and manage the GS1 System in Ireland, on behalf of our members
• Provide services and applications to existing and potential members that support

their use of the GS1 System
• Influence the development of GS1 Standards in collaboration with GS1 Global Office
• Maintain and develop contact with key stakeholders relevant to GS1 Ireland
• Represent Ireland within the framework of GS1 Global Office and affiliated

organisations.

GS1 Ireland serves more than 3,000 organisations across all industry sectors including food
and grocery, healthcare and life sciences, logistics, automotive, agriculture and aquaculture;
administrating the GS1 System of standards, facilitating supply chain development locally,
providing education and support, and connecting business communities through
collaborative industry initiatives and events.

We bring stakeholders together to facilitate the sharing of business problems and the
creation of supply chain standards.

We are guided by the communities we serve. We are user-driven and user-governed.

We engage industries to encourage understanding, widespread adoption and the strategic
use of standards.

We enable the development and implementation of industry and company-level solutions
that leverage global GS1 Standards to optimise business processes.

We are neutral and not-for-profit. We succeed when industries and companies derive value
from using our standards.

We believe in the power of GS1 Standards to generate supply chain visibility, efficiency,
safety, and collaboration.
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In April 1973, industry leaders selected the GS1 bar code as the single
standard for product identification. Forty years later, over five billion
GS1 bar codes are scanned every single day, on every continent,
around the world. By working together, these visionary leaders of the
organisation now known as GS1 shaped the landscape of the global
market. 

Today GS1's standards, services and solutions have become the
foundation of business processes for more than one million user
companies, increasing supply chain visibility and connecting
organisations across geographical and cultural boundaries.

Quite simply, the GS1 bar code transformed the
world by creating a global language of business.

40th



For over 40 years, GS1 has been bringing industries 

together to revolutionise the way they do business.

1973

Industry leaders in the United States 

select a single standard for product 

identification (the Universal Product 

Code) over seven other options. This 

barcode is still in use and known today 

as the GS1® barcode.

1974

The Uniform Code Council (UCC) is 

established in the U.S. as a not-for-profit 

standards organisation (GS1 US™).

On June 26   , a pack of Wrigley’s 

gum becomes the first product to be 

scanned with a GS1 barcode in a Marsh 

supermarket in Ohio, United States.

1976

Based on the original GS1 barcode, a 

13   digit is engineered, allowing the 

identification system to go global.

1977

The European Article Numbering 

(EAN) Association is established as an 

international not-for-profit standards 

organisation (GS1). With a head office in 

Brussels, Belgium, the EAN Association 

has 12 founding Member Organisations 

from European countries. Together, they 

launch the GS1 identification system to 

improve supply chain efficiency in the 

retail sector.

1983

GS1 Standards expand beyond point-

of-sale consumer units with ITF-14 

barcodes for outer cases.

1989

GS1 Standards expand to logistics units 

with GS1-128 barcodes. These barcodes 

include GS1 Application Identifiers, 

which encode more detailed product 

information. 

GS1 takes the first step into eBusiness 

with the original version of the EANCOM 

Manual, an international standard for 

Electronic Data Interchange (EDI).

1983 198919741973

Celebrating 40 Years of the Global Language of Business
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1990

The UCC (GS1 US) and EAN International 

(GS1) sign a cooperative agreement 

formalising their intent to co-manage 

global standards. With this agreement, 

GS1 has presence in 45 countries.

1995

GS1 expands the use of GS1 Standards 

in the healthcare sector with the first 

Healthcare Collaboration Project.

1996

SC31, the International Organisation 

for Standardisation’s committee for 

automatic identification and data 

capture standards, is launched, signifying 

international cooperation around the 

development and use of new standards.

1999

The Auto-ID Centre at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology is launched, 

leading to the development of the 

Electronic Product Code™ (EPC®). 

Specifications for the GS1 DataBar™ 

(a reduced space symbology) are 

approved.

2000

At the start of the new millennium, GS1 

has presence in 90 countries.

2002

The Global Standards Management 

Process (GSMP) is launched, providing 

a global forum for GS1 members to 

discuss and establish new standards-

based solutions for their businesses. 

2003

GS1 forms EPCglobal and initiates 

the development of the EPCglobal 

architecture and standards.

The GS1 DataMatrix (the first two-

dimensional symbol adopted by GS1) 

is approved.

2004

GS1 publishes the business message 

standards (using XML) and the 

first standard for Radio Frequency 

Identification (Gen2).

The Global Data Synchronisation 

Network (GDSN), a global, internet-based 

initiative that enables trading partners 

to efficiently exchange product master 

data, is launched.

 

2005

The new name for the organisation, GS1,  

is launched worldwide.

2007

The World Customs Organisation and 

GS1 sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding, agreeing to support 

and encourage the harmonisation of 

standards in the customs sector.

GS1 enters the world of Business-to-

Consumer (B2C) solutions. The aim is to 

provide open standards to link product 

information with consumers and 

businesses through mobile devices.

2011

GS1 expands its offerings with the 

publication of the GS1 QR Code.

2013

With presence in 111 countries, GS1 

celebrates 40 years of the Global 

Language of Business.

1995 2005 20132002

To learn more about our history and our future, visit www.GS1.org/40thanniversary 
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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

Tony Minogue
Chairman GS1 Ireland

For 40 years GS1 has been bringing industries
together to revolutionise the way they do
business.

In 1973, industry leaders came together to select a
single standard for product identification — the
barcode.  What started as a way to speed up retail
store checkouts has become the global language
of business — a common way for trading partners,
whether in Ireland or around the world, to identify,
capture, and share information about products,
locations, and more.  Forty years later, GS1 Ireland
is continuing to help diverse industries drive
efficiency, safety, and growth through the
adoption and use of standards.  For the brand
owners, suppliers, distributors and retailers across
the now 20 sectors in which we provide our
standards globally, GS1 Ireland continues to
deliver value for all its members in Ireland.

Delivering on our Strategic Plan for 2013 to 2015
With the end of 2013, GS1 Ireland has completed
one-third of its three year Strategic Plan. I am
pleased to report that we have met or exceeded
each of our priority areas, specifically regarding:

(1) Focus on member needs: by proactively
developing, maintaining  and increasing value to
members and potential members, 

(2) Enhancing the positioning and branding of
GS1 Ireland: by positioning GS1 Ireland as the
primary source of global data standards and
solutions to improve efficiency, traceability and
communications; 

(3) Strengthening partnerships and synergies: by
developing long term Strategic Partnerships
which enable GS1 Ireland to effectively promote
and deliver successful business solutions; 

(4) Becoming the Trusted Source of Data in
Ireland: by becoming the trusted source of
authorised data in collaboration with GS1 Global
and other partners; and, finally, 

(5) Creating an organisation that is sustainable
and appropriately resourced to meet the needs
of its members: by being a highly effective and
innovative organisation that supports and enables
its people to achieve the organisation’s objectives.  
In so doing, we have demonstrated our strengths,
particularly in consistently delivering value to our
members. 

Supervisory Board
During the year two new members were elected
to the Supervisory Board - Niall Hartnett of the
Barry Group, and Cormac Watters of DCC Group. I
would like to welcome Niall and Cormac to the
Supervisory Board and wish them well during their
terms of office.

Liam Hartnett of Health Express Pharmacy retired
from the Supervisory Board during the year and I
would like to thank him for his contribution during
his tenure with GS1 Ireland.

A Bright Future
For over four decades, GS1 barcode symbols and
EDI standards, has enabled industries to transform
the way retailers and suppliers do business. As a
result, most successful companies and
organisation now realise that the best way
businesses, big or small, can grow and develop is
to work together. To operate efficiently and cost
effectively businesses need to be able to
understand each other, no matter where in the
world they trade. Business requires a common
language, and GS1 makes that possible, through a

In 2013, GS1 celebrated the 40th anniversary of the GS1
barcode and this year’s annual review not only provides a
record of the success of GS1 Ireland in the past year, but also
looks back to the origins our organisation and its innovations
and successes over the last four decades. In addition, we also
look forward to the next 12 months and the next chapter of
GS1 - the Global Language of Business.  
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In September 2013, GS1 UK hosted a visit by the Board
of GS1 Ireland. The aim of the visit was to facilitate
experience-sharing between the Board and
Management of both organisations and to identify
areas of possible cooperation. While both markets are
different in terms of size and scale, many of the
challenges and opportunities experienced by each
organisation’s respective members are similar,
particularly when it comes to role that GS1 Standards
play in supporting efficiencies and best practice in
supply and demand chains. 

As part of the joint meeting, presentations on key
industry initiatives in Healthcare and Retail Grocery
were delivered by senior managers from both
organisations. Our progress in the use of EDI and Data
Synchronisation in Healthcare and Barcoding and
RFID in Fish Traceability were particularly well
received. The visit proved extremely beneficial, with
GS1 Ireland’s Board gaining valuable insight into
initiatives and developments in the UK that could be
implemented locally in Ireland for the benefit of
Members here. 

Pictured on the visit to GS1 UK are (back row) Tony Graham, Bob
Semple, Siobhain Duggan, Daragh Monahan, Maria Svejdar and Justin
Carton, (middle row) John O’Callaghan (Vice-Chairman), Mary Campbell,
Denis O’Brien, Michael Kelly and Pat Casey (front row) PJ Timmins,
Damian Harte, Tony Minogue (Chairman) and Mike Byrne (CEO).

globally standardised way to identify products
and exchange information about them.

Looking to the future, the ever growing use of
digital devices by consumers will enable “always-
on” access to product information such as reviews
and price comparisons, which in turn can influence
purchasing decisions. Such devices will also
enable companies to establish one-to-one
relationships with their customers (or trading
partners) providing them with personalised offers
based on preferences and shopping habits. The
implications for many industries include the
challenge of managing the rapidly growing
information exchange between businesses and
customers, and the increasing price and value
transparency demanded. In recognising this, GS1
has worked on creating and maintaining high-
quality master data and sharing more consumer-
relevant product information through GS1’s Global
Data Synchronisation Network™ (GDSN®). 

GS1 Ireland is meeting its members’ needs for
synchronised data network through

www.DataSync.ie. I am pleased to note the
achievement of an important milestone in 2013
with the issuing of GS1 Ireland’s first two
synchronised data licences in the strategically
important Agri-foods and Healthcare Sectors. 

I would like to thank each of the members of
Supervisory Board for their very valuable
contributions and support during the year. I wish
also to congratulate Mike and his colleagues in the
Executive on an excellent performance in 2013
and we look forward to continuing success in
2014. 

For 40 years GS1 has been the global language of
business. Now, we will draw on that legacy, on
decades of knowledge and experience, to deliver
many more years of exceptional service and value
to each and every one of our members.

Tony Minogue
Chairman GS1 Ireland

GS1 IRELAND BOARD VISIT GS1 UK
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Mike Byrne
CEO GS1 Ireland

CEO’S STATEMENT

The Year in Review
2013 was a year of significant growth for GS1
Ireland, culminating with the issuing of our first
DataSync.ie licences for global data
synchronisation to members in the Agri-foods
and Healthcare sectors. In addition, GS1 Ireland
also provided valued professional and advisory
services to our members across a range of
sectors including Retail/CPG, Healthcare,
Marine, and Logistics.

Sector Report and Review of Business
I am pleased to report a strong business
performance for GS1 Ireland for the year 2013.
The core membership of the company remained
stable and mature, with the number of active
user organisations at 2,773 (2012: 2,765). Total
income, inclusive of deposit interest for the year
ended 31 December 2013, was €1.782 million
(2012: €1.346 million). 

During the year, GS1 Ireland continued its
investment programme in its datapool service
(www.DataSync.ie) and maintained access for
licence holders to other certified Global Data
Synchronised Networks (GDSN). In addition,
GS1 Ireland continued its participation in
research and development projects in a number
of sectors including Retail (GS1 Databar),
Healthcare (the use of GS1 barcoding and radio
frequency identification (RFID) in the tracking
of patients and medical devices and other
equipment) and Marine (traceability and
labelling).

Retail and Related Sectors
“Capturing Ireland’s share of the global seafood
opportunity” is the goal defined Bord Iascaigh
Mhara – the public body responsible for the
development of the Irish Seafood Industry.  A
flagship project for GS1 Ireland during 2013 was
a new project named e-LOCATE involving GS1
Ireland, Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) and the Sea
Fisheries Protection Agency (SFPA), to create
an industry-wide, standardised fish traceability
solution that meets current EU requirements for
labelling and product information sharing, while
also future-proofing the sector’s investment in
labelling hardware and software for years to
come. 

As a result of the e-LOCATE initiative, Ireland’s
fisheries industry is now well-progressed on its
way to completing its implementation of a best-
in-class, standards-based traceability solution -
one which is unparalleled in other jurisdictions. 

Showcasing Ireland’s Food Traceability
Credentials
In August 2013, GS1 Ireland facilitated a visit by
senior executives from the Russian Egg and
Poultry Industry and the Polish Ministry of
Agriculture to the facilities of Carton Brothers
and Riverview Eggs, who are among Ireland’s
leading egg and poultry producers. The purpose
of their visit was to see at first-hand how two of
Ireland’s foremost food producers have
implemented best-in-class production and
traceability processes incorporating GS1 Supply
Chain Standards. 

“GS1 standards for identifying, capturing and sharing
information, about products, business locations and
more, make it possible for companies to speak the same
language and connect with each other. The results are
greater visibility, efficiency, security, and collaboration
for their business and greater convenience, value, safety,
and satisfaction for consumers.”

2013



1
9

The visit commenced at the Carton Brothers
plant in County Cavan, and was followed by a
tour of the Riverview Eggs facility in County
Cork.  GS1 Ireland was pleased that Simon
Coveney TD, Minister for Agriculture, Marine and
Food, received and addressed the visiting party.
We were also pleased to note Minster Coveney’s
comments when he said: “The visit of such an
influential international delegation is of huge
significance not only to Riverview Eggs and
Carton Brothers, but also to Ireland as it
reinforces just how rigid we are with our
traceability from farm to fork. I would like to
congratulate Riverview Eggs, Carton Brothers
and their counterparts GS1 on a truly important
traceability and stock system.” 

Healthcare Initiatives
2013 was again a busy and exciting year for GS1
Ireland’s healthcare activities. Under the
guidance and support of the Healthcare
Committee, GS1 Ireland continued to develop
and strengthen its engagement with key
stakeholders in Irish Healthcare, including the
Departments of Health and Public Expenditure
and Reform, and the Health Services Executive
(HSE). The proof of concept (PoC) project at St
James’s Hospital continued throughout 2013 with
final approval and signoff being achieved by all
participating suppliers in December. The success
of the PoC project, which included two
international suppliers (Johnson & Johnson and
Medtonic) and one Irish based supplier (Cruinn
Diagnostics) was a key milestone. Its
achievement proved that it is possible to
develop a model based on GS1 Standards to
enable a fully standardised and automated
ordering process between the hospital and its
suppliers based on the principles of “single entry
- multiple access” for synchronised product
information. In 2014 and the years to come, the
roll out of this procurement model will provide

the Healthcare sector in Ireland with a real
opportunity to improve patient safety and
operational effectiveness, while also eliminating
costs from the supply chain.

Throughout the year, GS1 Ireland also continued
to publish informative position papers and
guidance documents on its website relating to
impact of key Healthcare legislation including the
EU and FDA Directives for both Falsified
Medicines and Unique Device Identification.
Finally, during the World of Health IT Conference
and eHealth week, GS1 Ireland hosted a briefing
for invited members and stakeholders on the
theme of “innovation and transformation in
healthcare supply chains and procurement
practices”. 

Professional and Advisory Services
At GS1 Ireland, we are in the business of
progress: helping our members reduce costs and
increase efficiencies in their supply chains. As we
have seen this year from the success of the E-
LOCATE project and other projects in
Healthcare, industries’ demands for standards-
based services and solutions remain high to meet
new opportunities for business process changes
and emerging regulatory demands. We are
certain that our member-centric approach will
continue to add value to each of our members,
new and lifelong alike, and to GS1 Ireland in 2014
and in the years to come.

Finally, I would like to thank the Supervisory
Board, our working committees and all of GS1
Ireland’s members for their support during 2013
and I look forward to further success and
continued progress in 2014. 

Mike Byrne
CEO GS1 Ireland



In developing a new strategy the Board of GS1 Ireland recognised that the members
and industries it serves both globally and locally are changing rapidly, particularly
with the widespread adoption of new technologies. The objective of the Strategic
Plan is to set out the organisation’s vision for the next 5 years and strategic direction
for the next 3 years and at the same time create a step change in its momentum,
profile and impact. 

Our Vision
GS1 Ireland’s vision is a world in which GS1 is the preferred industry standard to
Identify, Capture and Share information among participants in the supply chain
about products, services, business locations and more.

Our Mission
GS1 Ireland’s purpose is to:
• Lead and manage the GS1 System in Ireland, on behalf of our members

• Provide services and applications to existing and potential members that
support their use of the GS1 System

• Influence the development of GS1 Standards in collaboration with GS1 Global
Office

• Maintain and develop contact with key Stakeholders relevant to GS1 Ireland

• Represent Ireland within the framework of GS1 Global Office and affiliated
organisations

GS1 IRELAND STRATEGY

GS1 Ireland’s Priority Areas of Focus 2013 – 2015

The priority areas of focus for the next three years are:

• Be Member Centric
To proactively develop, maintain and increase value to members and potential
members;

• Positioning and Branding / Value Proposition
To position GS1 Ireland as the primary source of global data standards and
solutions to improve efficiency, traceability and communications;

• Partnerships and Synergies
To develop long term Strategic Partnerships which enable GS1 Ireland to
effectively promote and deliver successful business solutions;

• Trusted Source of Data in Ireland
To become the trusted source of authorised data in collaboration with GS1 Global
and other partners;

• Sustainability and Capability
To be a highly effective and innovative organisation that supports and enables its
people to achieve the organisation’s objectives.

2013

2015

2014

HEALTHCARE

CPG/GROCERY

FOODSERVICE
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GS1 Global Strategy

The development of GS1 Ireland’s strategy is in line with GS1 Global Office’s strategic planning process. GS1
Global Office has identified the following areas of Strategic Focus and areas for Operational Improvement:

Areas of Strategic Focus

Standards Adoption: 
Drive adoption of GS1 Standards. Develop value
propositions and best practices for key processes
by sector. Drive and measure adoption of GS1 KPIs
by key users and GS1 Member Organisations.

Multi-Sectorial Approach: 
Provide world-class service to our core sectors
(Retail & Consumer Goods, Healthcare and
Transport & Logistics). Integrate new sectors that
can leverage GS1 Standards and add value to our
core sectors and to GS1 Member Organisations.

Sustainable Business Model: 
Define the future business model for the services
and solutions identified in our long-term vision.

Governance: 
Align the strategies of the Management Boards of
GS1 and GS1 Member Organisations. Ensure senior
executive level representation at the Global and MO
Management Boards to maintain a strategic
business perspective.

Collaboration: 
Maintain close strategic working relationships with
The Consumer Goods Forum and other leading
industry associations.

Areas for Operational Improvement 

Build GS1 Brand Equity and Awareness:
Continue to increase the awareness of GS1’s
vision, strategies and standards, as well as
strengthening the simplicity and consistency of
the message. 

Ensure an Integrated Portfolio of Products and
Solutions: 
Ensure the integrity and consistency of the GS1
System through a holistic GS1 Architecture.

Strengthen Strategic Alliances: 
Determine, as a community, which partnerships
can deliver the most benefit to our users.
Focus on optimising these mutually-beneficial
relationships.

Support Public Policy Developments:
Maintain an open and productive dialogue with
legislative, regulatory, media and other key
constituencies.

Be an Interdependent Federation: 
Build a community that Sees One Vision,
Speaks with One Voice about that vision and
Acts as One Organisation consistent with that
vision.

11



INDUSTRY 
PROBLEM / 

OPPORTUNITY

GS1 helps industry 
identify a problem 
or opportunity and 
organise to solve it.

 

REQUIREMENTS

GS1 helps industry 
define their needs 
and goals and create 
adoption plans.

 

SOLUTIONS

GS1 develops:

• Standards
• Guidelines
• Tools & Services
• Readiness Programs
• Education & 

Training

ADOPTION 
& USAGE

GS1 measures how 
industry adopts and 
uses standardised 
technology to 
deliver defined 
outcomes.
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WHAT WE DO

GS1 makes it possible for industries and companies of all kinds to move their business
forward by adopting GS1 Standards as the foundation of their business processes.

GS1 Standards make it possible to identify, capture, and share information automatically and
accurately about products, business locations, and more.

The results are greater visibility, efficiency, security, and collaboration for business, and
greater convenience, value, safety, and satisfaction for consumers. Ultimately our standards
contribute to enhanced revenue and reduced costs for the industries and companies we
serve.

OUR UNIQUE ROLE

GS1 exists to bring a community of industry stakeholders together. Our job is to build
consensus and advance a system of standards for everyone. We are a neutral, user-driven,
user-governed, not-for-profit, global organisation.

GS1 helps all companies do business better. We administer the GS1 System of Standards,
provide support services, tools, education, and training, and connect communities through
events and online forums.

OUR PROCESS



13

GS1 Standards begin with
GS1 Identification
Numbers, used to
uniquely distinguish all
products (trade items
and logistics units),
locations, assets, and
relationships across the
supply chain from
manufacturer to
consumer.

These numbers provide
the link between the item
and the information
pertaining to it.

GS1 Identification
Numbers have uniquely
distinguished products,
locations and more for
the past forty years. They
are the foundation for all
GS1 Standards.

IDENTIFY

GINC

COMPANY AND LOCATION PRODUCT

LOGISTICS SERVICES

ASSETS OTHER

GS1 STANDARDS

GS1 Identification Numbers

GS1 Standards can help ensure perfect order fulfillment, shorten wait times, reduce
total supply chain costs and help attain true product visibility.
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GS1 Data Carriers are
capable of holding varying
amounts of data to
accommodate different
information needs for
different products. 

The data encoded in GS1
Data Carriers not only
uniquely identifies
products at every level of
packaging, but also
provides access to
product information and
visibility of product
movement through the
supply chain.

Electronic Product Code
(EPC) - enabled RFID tags
carry identification
numbers for items, cases
or pallets. They can be
read quickly and easily
without requiring line of
sight and carry data that
can be added to or
modified as the tagged
item moves through the
supply chain

CAPTURE

BARCODES

EPC-ENABLED RFID TAGS

GS1 Data Carriers

The automatic capture of product information reduces the time spent on manual
processes, improves the accuracy of data input for sales and goods received and
enhances key processes such as inventory management and traceability.
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For an item or event to
be visible in a business
process, it must first be
identified, its activity
captured, and the
information shared in a
standard way. 

Interoperability, made
possible by
identification standards,
data capture standards,
and data exchange
standards, allows
product information to
flow through the supply
chain.  

GS1 GLN Registry is the single source of truth for 
accurate and up-to-date location information for 

i i d f ili i i I l d i h h i

EDI enables the computer-to-computer
exchange of business documents between
companies using a standardised format. 

EPCIS is the standard for sharing information
about the movement and status of goods in
the physical world.

A GS1 GLN Registry is the single source of
accurate and up-to-date location information
for entities and facilities in Ireland with their
corresponding GLNs.

The GDSN connects trading partners to the
GS1 Global Registry® via GS1-certified Data
Pools, enabling the immediate electronic
sharing of standardised, up-to-date, accurate
product information.

SHARE
GS1 Data Exchange

The use of GS1 Standards provides answers to the what, when, where, and why of
a specific product’s movement throughout the supply chain, enabling true 
source-to-store visibility.



In the retail and consumer goods sector, change is the “new
normal.” The lines between online and offline shopping continue to
blur, and today’s consumers shop in stores, on computers and on
smartphones or tablets without considering these channels as
distinct from each other. Quite simply, people search for products,
make comparisons and pay for their purchases wherever, whenever
and however they wish.

This is the very definition of omni-channel retailing, a consumer-
focused form of commerce that global market research firm ICD
Retail Insights qualifies as “an immersive and superior customer
experience.” 

For GS1, this changing landscape is an opportunity to add value. We
are enabling and guiding the retail sector through this
transformation, so that business partners can achieve true visibility
into their supply chains. Increasing visibility is a critical business
strategy, because it has been shown to measurably reduce costs
and improve operational performance. 

A recent Aberdeen study revealed that 63% of companies with
predominantly global supply chains rank supply chain visibility as a
high priority for improvement. In the retail space in particular,
visibility brings benefits as diverse as improved food safety through
better product traceability, or a better clothes-shopping experience
through increased inventory accuracy.

As consumers become empowered by technology, they demand
immediate access to accurate product information, whether in store
or online. Manufacturers want to provide the right details about
their products without disrupting the supply chain. 

GS1 Standards and Solutions can help achieve this goal, too.
Successfully meeting these challenges will not be easy. At GS1, we
believe that organisations are at their best when working to meet
the needs of a swiftly changing marketplace.

THE UNTAPPED POTENTIAL OF STANDARDS IN THE
RETAIL SECTOR 

A 2013 study of consumer goods manufacturers, retailers, service
providers and analysts produced by Capgemini Consulting with GS1
and The Consumer Goods Forum revealed that that wider adoption
of standards is key to both supply chain efficiency and meeting new
consumer needs. 

GS1 makes it possible
for consumer
packaged goods
companies and
grocery retailers to
enhance product
traceability and
safety, share
accurate product
information along the
supply chain, and
improve product
recalls.
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THE FUTURE OF RETAIL & THE DIGITAL CONSUMER

GLN

MANUFACTURER ITEM CASE PALLET TRANSPORT TRANSPORT PALLET

GLN

DISTRIBUTOR

GTIN SSCC

GS1 STANDARDS IN THE CPG/GROCERY SUPPLY CHAIN 

GS1 IN THE RETAIL AND CONSUMER
GOODS SECTORS
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100% of executives who
participated in the study
indicated that changes in
consumer behaviour will have
the greatest impact on the
industry’s supply chain in the
coming decade.
70% called for wider standards
adoption across the value
chain. 50% want GS1 to take a
global governance role to
support implementation and
adoption priorities. The study
also calls on the sector to plan
to embed standards in new
business processes right from
the start.

GS1 DIGITAL 

Effectively and efficiently
representing the GS1 System
on the Web 

Never before has product data
been more readily available
and more easily accessed.
While much of the available
data is confusing and perhaps
even inaccurate, we expect
data quality to improve
significantly in the coming
years, spurred on by both
regulations and consumer
demand. 

We also expect to see brands
and retailers identifying new
ways to make product
information visible to
consumers, and we anticipate
that consumers will want to
use that information to search
for and buy products that meet
their particular needs.

GS1 has spent years listening to
our user community on the

topics of data visibility, data
authenticity and access to
data. Our Global Data
Synchronisation Network
(GDSN) ensures the sharing of
information critical to supply
chain efficiencies. Our GS1
Source framework supports
the delivery of information
about products that are
scanned by a mobile device.
We have a team working to
define the next generation of
physical product labelling.

However, only the Web can
enable the exchange of the
massive datasets of product
information that consumers
and search engines are
beginning to demand; and only
the Web can link this
information to other interesting
data (such as GPS locations or
postcodes) to generate new
consumer touch points. But
until brand owners and
retailers agree on a
standardised way to represent
product data online, they will
continue to have less-than-
optimal searchability on the
Web, because search engines
will continue to have difficulty
understanding the information
that is published online.

That is why GS1 is working to
identify and proactively meet
our community’s needs in this
area, through a strategic,
foundational initiative called
GS1 Digital. Our work will
ensure that the GS1 System can
enable and facilitate commerce
in the digital world as well as in
the physical world. The wide range of services

and solutions built upon the
GS1 system of global, neutral
standards enables supply
chain interoperability and
visibility, which in turn allows
partners to reduce costs and
complexity and achieve
many other concrete
business benefits.CASETRANSPORT
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Computers and smartphones are
influencing and driving retail sales 

In 2012, more than 50% of all mobile
phone users in South Korea,
Norway, Sweden, Australia, the UK
and the US had a smartphone,
according to an eMarketer report,
which also predicts that worldwide
smartphone penetration rates will
hit 50% by 2017.

The way consumers shop is
changing. According to a 2012
Google/Ipsos study, 70% of
American consumers use their
phones while in stores and 74%
have made a purchase as a result of
using their smartphones. The same
survey revealed that over 50% of
sales in US retail stores were
influenced by research the
consumer had done online before or
during the purchasing process. A
2012 Forrester report predicts that
8% of all 2014 retail sales will be
made via e-commerce sites.
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THE FOOD INFORMATION FOR
CONSUMERS REGULATION EU
1169/2011

EU 1169/2011 is an overhaul of all EU food labelling rules
and is a comprehensive package of measures designed
to enhance the relevance of information provided to
consumers. The purpose of the regulation is to ensure
that food labelling gives consumers sufficient
information to make an informed choice about the
food they purchase, with full access to information
such as nutritional value, ingredients, allergens and
instructions for use. 

The Regulation came into effect on 13th December 2011
and will apply from 13th December 2014. However
there are two exceptions to these dates which are 1st
January 2014 for the designation of origin of minced
meat products and 13th December 2016 for the
introduction of the mandatory nutrition declarations.

The regulation makes significant changes to what
information is displayed on pack, how it is presented
and additionally to the mandatory data that must be
available to consumers purchasing remotely (distance
selling), such as through online grocery shopping for
example. The regulations have an impact not only on
packaged foods, but also on bulk and catering food
products. 

To brief Members on the changes brought about by the
legislation GS1 hosted two FIR workshops in 2013. The
first workshop in Dublin (March 2013) was attended by
a capacity audience of 50 and the second workshop in
Cork (June 2013) welcomed over 30 delegates from
local food production and retail organisations.

Guest speakers at the event were Dr. Wayne Anderson,
Director of Food Science and Standards, Food Safety
Authority of Ireland (FSAI), Deirdre Kennedy, Technical
Executive Regulatory Affairs, FSAI, and Wendy
Hederman, Partner, Mason Hayes and Curran. GS1
would like to thank our guest speakers for their
participation as their insightful contribution was key to
ensuring that the seminars were of value to Members.

Additional Seminars on the Food Information for
Consumers Regulation will take place during 2014. For
information on the regulation and the GS1 Seminars
please visit www.GS1ie.org/FIR.

Without a way to share accurate digital
product information, companies risk
losing sales and damaging consumer
trust. That is why GS1 is working to help
brands, retailers and application
developers make accurate product
information available to e-commerce
services on computers, smartphones and
tablets through a framework called GS1
Source. 

GS1 Source helps companies
communicate with consumers in today’s
digital, multichannel world. Brand owners
use GS1 Source to share information about
their products via the internet. Application
developers then integrate this product
data in their web and mobile applications.
GS1 Source provides the place to share
trusted product information in digital
format.

Over the past year, we have moved from
pilot projects to full implementation. We
have successfully developed and ratified
standards for the GS1 Source framework
and for the data that will populate it. We
have deepened our engagement with

organisations that intend to run data
aggregation services based upon the GS1
Source framework. We have also launched
efforts to create a certification process for
such services, to ensure the GS1 Source
framework remains trusted, scale-able and
interoperable after it launches in 2014. 

Our work on GS1 Source is undertaken
with the importance of data quality in
mind and with the understanding that all
data aggregators must be aligned with
the GS1 Global Data Synchronisation
Network (GDSN). Indeed, GS1 Source and
the GS1 GDSN are two sides of the same
coin.

GS1 Source standards also help companies
respect government regulations. For
example, when the European Union Food
Information Regulation (FIR) 1169 takes
effect in 2014, it will be mandatory to
make available to consumers a significant
amount of information about food
products sold online; GS1 Source can help
companies comply with this law.

www.GS1ie.org/Retail

ACCURATE PRODUCT INFORMATION FOR CONSUMER-FACING DIGITAL
CHANNELS 



In August 2013 Minister Simon Coveney TD met with representatives from the
Russian and Polish poultry industries to showcase Irish food production and
traceability standards used by some of Ireland’s leading egg and poultry
producers.

In August 2013 GS1 Ireland facilitated a visit by senior executives from the Russian
Egg and Poultry Industry and the Polish Ministry of Agriculture to the facilities of
Carton Brothers and Riverview Eggs, who are among Ireland’s leading egg and
poultry producers.

The purpose of their visit was to see at first-hand how two of Ireland’s leading
poultry and egg producers have implemented best in class food production and
traceability processes incorporating GS1 Supply Chain Standards. The visit
commenced on 13th August at the Carton Brothers facilities at Shercock, County
Cavan, followed by a tour of the Riverview Eggs plant at Watergrasshill, County
Cork on 14th August. 

Simon Coveney TD, Minister for Agriculture, Marine and Food, received and
addressed the visiting party prior to touring the Riverview Eggs facility. Minster
Coveney said: “The visit of such an influential international delegation is of huge
significance not only to Riverview Eggs and Carton Brothers, but also to Ireland as
it reinforces just how rigid we are with our traceability from farm to fork.  I would
like to congratulate Riverview Eggs, Carton Brothers and their counterparts GS1
on a truly important traceability and stock system.”

GS1 member companies Carton Brothers and Riverview Eggs are two leading
examples of what companies can achieve in terms of exemplar efficiency and
traceability when GS1 Standards are put at the heart of business processes. GS1
Ireland works continuously throughout the year with food producers nationwide
to develop and implement standards-based systems that deliver high quality
traceable food to their customers locally and in the global market.

SHOWCASING IRELAND’S FOOD TRACEABILITY CREDENTIALS

“We at Carton
Brothers have placed
traceability at the core
of our business and
this has enabled us to
achieve visibility and
efficiency in our supply
chain and has
significantly
contributed to the
success of the
company. We strive to
ensure the quality and
traceability of the
fresh food we produce
through a continuing
commitment to GS1
supply chain
standards.” Justin
Carton, Director of
Information, Carton
Bros.“Over the last two and a half years, Riverview Eggs has co-developed a

unique system with GS1 Ireland. Riverview Eggs is the only egg producer
and packer in Ireland to have such a system and at the “press of a
button”, we can determine which retailer or customer got what eggs,
when they got them and from what henhouse they were produced.  This
allows for instant traceability and complete transparency regarding the
origin egg and the supply chain of Riverview Eggs.” DJ Kelleher,
Managing Director, Riverview Eggs.

(l – r) DJ Kelleher, Riverview Eggs; Serguei Malanitchev,
UNECE; Victor Gushchin, Russian Research Institute for
Poultry Processing; Simon Coveney Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine; and Justin Carton, Carton Bros.
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Simon Coveney
and DJ Kelleher, Managing Director, Riverview Eggs
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E-LOCATE CAPTURING IRELAND’S SHARE OF THE GLOBAL
SEAFOOD OPPORTUNITY

“Capturing Ireland’s share of the global seafood opportunity” is the goal
defined by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) in its 2013 - 2017 strategy. The strategy
sets out an ambitious plan to deliver jobs and €1 billion in annual  seafood sales
by building scale and enhancing competitiveness in the Irish seafood sector.
The aim is to capitalise on global opportunities for global seafood sales in the
future, particularly in the Asia Pacific markets. Expanding the available raw
material base, optimising the added value of products, developing efficient
supply chains and capitalising on Ireland’s long held reputation for high quality,
natural and traceable food production are all necessary steps to capture the
opportunity that lies ahead. 

Meeting EU Regulations and Consumer Demands

Against the current backdrop of economic conditions and strategic objectives,
combined with a number of European regulations stipulating specific
information and process requirements for traceability, industry stakeholders
including Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency
(SFPA), GS1 Ireland and the fishing cooperatives and processors, came
together in 2012 to initiate a multi-phase project to enable best-in-class
traceability for the fish sector.

The goal is to ensure that the Irish fisheries industry is utilising the latest
equipment and software, and to position Ireland as a global leader in seafood
supply through its commitment to quality and sustainability, its modern
production capabilities and its adoption of international best practices and
standards for traceability.

Supporting Industry Collaboration 

One of the core remits of GS1 is to facilitate industry collaboration to define
solutions for non-competitive supply chain challenges, such as regulatory
compliance, process efficiency, supply chain visibility and traceability. Given its
long history in managing supply chain standards and frameworks for
traceability, GS1 Ireland was invited to contribute to the Irish fish traceability
initiative.

In late 2012 GS1 Ireland began working alongside BIM and the SFPA to co-
ordinate an assessment of international best practices in the use of weighing,
labelling and traceability technology and to define a roadmap for the adoption
of best-in-class, robust solutions for the sector. GS1 worked with BIM & the
SFPA to define an industry-wide, standardised fish traceability solution that
would meet current European requirements for labelling and product
information sharing and that would also be capable of meeting the future
information demands of customers and consumers, at home and overseas.

48% of GS1 Ireland’s
3000 Members are from
the food & beverage
sector. Providing
support, education and
assistance to companies
in this sector to
implement GS1 supply
chain standards is a key
priority for the
association.

Given our unrivalled natural environment and access to raw material supply, Ireland is uniquely placed to be a central figure in
the development and expansion of the global seafood market.
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The e-LOCATE Fish Traceability Framework

The European regulations, EC 1224/2009 and EC 404/2011, make specific
stipulations regarding the capturing and sharing of traceability information for
fish and aquaculture products. The regulations require that all lots of fisheries
products are traceable at all stages of production, processing and distribution,
from catching or harvesting, to sale to the final consumer . This requirement
places particular demands on the way product is handled, packaged, stored, sold
and processed, right along the supply chain, from the fishing vessel to the end
consumer, to ensure the accuracy and authenticity of the information.

The SFPA / BIM led project, called e-LOCATE is designed to promote the efficient
and secure collection, management  and sharing of product information, through
the adoption of global standards and best practices for weighing, labelling and
data exchange.

BIM and the SFPA launched the EU funded e-LOCATE scheme during 2013 to
provide financial assistance to Irish seafood enterprises for the implementation of
new hardware and software for weighing, labelling and traceability. Key to the
project was enabling the industry’s transition away from paper-based
documentation to adopting modern automatic identification and data capture
(AIDC) technologies such as bar code scanning, that could facilitate the storing
and sharing of information in a standardised, electronic way.

The e-LOCATE traceability framework has also been future-proofed with the
inclusion of fish product information, such as lot number, producer details or
product origin information, accessible via cloud based platforms, based on the
GS1 Standard Electronic Product Code Information Service (EPCIS). 

Frameworks such as e-LOCATE are pivotal in enabling industry to transition
forwards to create the “digital supply chain” for the future. 

As a result of the e-LOCATE initiative Ireland’s fisheries industry is well on its way
to implementing a globally best-in-class traceability solution, unparalleled in other
jurisdictions. In fact, as a result of the Irish initiative, existing global supply chain
standards were reviewed and augmented to take account of the specific business
and trading needs of the fish industry; and this was initiated as a direct result of
the progressive work being undertaken here in Ireland.

As part of the project GS1 Ireland briefed the European Union’s Fisheries Control
Expert Working Group, with representatives from all 28 relevant Fish & Marine
Regulatory Authorities in the EU, and representatives of the European
Commission on the Irish e-LOCATE project. It was acknowledged by the Expert
Working Group that the use of GS1 Standards would help various control
authorities to achieve compliance with the regulations.

www.GS1ie.org/Digital 

Enabling consumers
to access product
information, such as
ingredients,
nutritional data,
sustainability
credentials or
Country of Origin,
for example, will be
a key enabler of
creating brand value
and product
differentiation for
Irish food producers
in the future. 

2013 was a pivotal
year for the adoption
of GS1 Standards to
support supply chain
visibility, putting
Ireland firmly on the
global map in terms of
food traceability
credentials. In 2014
we look forward to
providing further
advice and education
to the sector to
further strengthen
Ireland’s hard won
reputation as a
leading food
producing nation. 



GS1 STANDARDS IN HEALTHCARE

ANNUAL REVIEW

2013 has been another busy and exciting year for GS1 Ireland’s
healthcare sector.  Under the guidance and support of its
Healthcare Committee, GS1 Ireland continued to engage with key
stakeholders. In April 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) was signed with the Health Service Executive (HSE) to
formalise the work that GS1 is undertaking to support healthcare.
The MOU recognises the role GS1 Standards can play to achieve
the benefits of patient safety and efficiency in healthcare in
Ireland.

Another key milestone achieved in 2013 was the launch of the
Irish Healthcare User Group (HUG).  Ireland was the 32nd country
to launch a GS1 healthcare user group.  The main objective of the
HUG is to facilitate the adoption and implementation of GS1
Standards in Ireland. The HUG is led by Vincent Callan (St
James’s Hospital) and by Jenny Gough (Molnlycke) as co-Chairs.

Additionally in 2013 GS1 hosted a breakfast briefing during
eHealth week.  St James’s Hospital, Merck and McKinsey were
represented on the speaker panel and the event was very well
attended by over 80 delegates. GS1 also had a stand in the main
exhibition hall during eHealth week and this coincided with the
first official outing for the new marketing banner. It proved to be
eye-catching with many people stopping to look and curious to
learn more about GS1 Standards in action in healthcare.

The Proof of Concept (POC) project at St James’s Hospital
continued throughout 2013 with formal sign-off being achieved
by all suppliers in December. The best practice procurement
model being demonstrated through the POC is ground-breaking
and requires the full commitment of both healthcare providers
and vendors. The core principle of the solution is to employ a
common, shared product catalogue. This has long been
recognised and espoused as best practice, but this initiative is the
first implementation of its kind incorporating four standardised
electronic messages from the start, enabling a fully open and
integrated solution from supplier to the hospital.  

In October the GS1 Global Healthcare Conference took place in
San Francisco.  This was a very successful event and the key
message was that EU and US regulations are on the way for both

GS1 makes it
possible for
healthcare providers
and life science
companies to put
patient safety and
operational
efficiency at the
heart of their
organisations by
adopting GS1
Standards as the
foundation of their
business processes.
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GS1 STANDARDS IN THE HEALTHCARE SUPPLY CHAIN
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Pharmaceuticals (Falsified
Medicines Directive) and
Medical Devices (Unique
Device Identification).  

To quote the FDA “It is not a
case of IF or WHEN but HOW.
The time to act is NOW!”

Feargal McGroarty from the
National Centre for Hereditary
Coagulation Disorders
(NCHCD) at St James’s
Hospital was the recipient of
the GS1 Healthcare Provider
Advisory Council Recognition
Award and on behalf of GS1
Ireland we would like to
commend Feargal on his
fantastic work to support
both hospitals in Ireland and
other hospitals and industry
partners around the world. 

Finally, the big news item to
close off the year was that
GS1 was accredited as an
Issuing Agency by U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) for Unique Device
Identification (UDI) for
Medical Devices to meet new
patient safety, traceability
and supply chain security
regulations. The EU
Commission is expected to
follow with a similar
regulation for medical device
identification and traceability.

FUTURE AGENDA

2014 looks set to be another action-packed year for GS1
Ireland in the Healthcare sector. 

• Additional hospitals are expected to implement the HSE
Instrument Track and Trace solution, coupled with the
expansion of the programme to include the tracking of
Endoscopes in some hospitals.  

• The HUG will continue to facilitate and promote the
adoption and implementation of GS1 Standards in Ireland
with a HUG event planned to take place during the year.  

• St James’s Hospital will move to a fully live deployment of
the innovative procurement model that formed the basis
of the Proof of Concept (POC) to date.  The first Supplier,
Cruinn Diagnotics is scheduled for Go Live mid 2014 with
more suppliers being invited to join the programme as
the new way of doing business with the hospital. 

• GS1 Ireland is working with two Irish hospitals on first
phase implementations to demonstrate the application of
RFID in healthcare.  The use of GS1 standards in this case
is very important to future-proof the solution and to
enable scalability of the solution over time.

• The compliance with the medical device regulation and
the falsified medicines directive will play an increasing
role on the agendas of all stakeholders in healthcare.  GS1
plays a key role in enabling the traceability required by
these regulations and GS1 Ireland will be advising many
member companies as they prepare for the introduction
of this legislation in Ireland, Europe and around the world. 
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GS1 Ireland will continue to engage with the key
stakeholders in Irish healthcare and expects to
further increase its work with the HSE and Hospital
Groups through the transformation that is
underway to ensure end-to-end traceability to
facilitate patient safety and efficiency benefits.
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NATIONAL PRODUCT CATALOGUE PROOF-OF-CONCEPT

The Proof-of-Concept (POC) project at St James’s Hospital (SJH) continued
throughout 2013 with formal signoff being achieved by all suppliers in
December. The hospital embarked on the exercise in conjunction with a
number of its suppliers to automate the end-to-end ordering process. The
objective of the proof-of-concept project was to fully standardise and
automate the ordering process between the hospital and its suppliers. 

The POC was structured on the principles of “single entry / multiple access”
for shared product information, removing paper based systems, creating
direct links to financial and clinical systems, providing full visibility to all
parties of stocks and the movement of patient-critical product in the
hospital supply chain.

This procurement model is set to provide the healthcare sector with a real
opportunity to improve patient safety, operational effectiveness and
eliminate costs from the supply chain whilst achieving traceability to the
electronic health record.  The project included the suppliers; Johnson &
Johnson, Medtronic and Cruinn Diagnostics; with Atlas Products
International as the EDI provider for SJH and GS1 Ireland providing project
management and coordination.

This demonstrates that GS1 Standards can ensure compatibility and
interoperability of supply chain solutions, not only within an organisation
but also within a country, region, and across sectors and borders.  GS1
Standards enable a new level of traceability that provides for an effective
tracking of product to the patient record, allow for efficient product recall
and enable patient-level costing as well as many other patient safety
initiatives.  The next steps for 2014 are to go-live with the first round of
suppliers; this is a very exciting milestone for the hospital, GS1, healthcare in
Ireland and beyond.

GS1 HEALTHCARE
LINKEDIN GROUP
LAUNCHED

2013 saw the launch of
our new GS1 Ireland
Healthcare LinkedIn
Group. Feel free to join
the group if you would
like to be kept up to
date on Healthcare
matters and follow
discussions that may be
of interest to you. 
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GS1 Ireland would like to commend our eCom Platinum Partner Atlas Products for their
excellent work in supporting the St James’s Hospital Proof-of-Concept.
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UNIQUE DEVICE IDENTIFICATION

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the European
Commission and other regulators have made patient safety a strategic priority
by developing legislation for Unique Device Identification (UDI) for medical
devices. UDI is expected to improve patient safety and Healthcare business
processes. A single, global system of standards is fundamental to enable an
efficient and effective implementation of UDI by all healthcare stakeholders
worldwide. The system is expected to unambiguously identify medical devices
throughout the global supply chain allowing for more accurate reports of
adverse events, more effective management of medical device recalls and
reduction of medical errors by providing precise information for healthcare
professionals, thereby providing a secure global supply chain.

GS1 ACCREDITED AS UDI ISSUING AGENCY BY FDA

In December 2013 GS1 received accreditation from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) as an issuing agency for unique device identifiers (UDIs).
GS1 Standards meet the government’s criteria for UDIs and will help
manufacturers to address requirements of the new FDA UDI regulation
(published September 2013) to support patient safety and supply chain
security. The U.S. FDA UDI Rule is the first to be released but is expected to be
followed by other similar regulations worldwide. Compliance to EU regulation
is expected to take effect in 2016.

"GS1’s single, global system of standards across the entire healthcare supply
chain is fundamental to enable an efficient and effective implementation of UDI
by all healthcare stakeholders worldwide and to assist them in complying with
the new regulation.” said Miguel Lopera, President and CEO of GS1.
Healthcare manufacturers in the U.S and around the world can create and
maintain a compliant UDI number (i.e. GTIN) by following the requirements of
the U.S. FDA UDI Rule and the GS1 General Specifications.

Global GS1 Standards support the FDA’s vision for a harmonised
global supply chain, which is increasingly important as
healthcare products are manufactured, shipped and sold across
borders. Using GS1 Standards, healthcare organisations around
the world are able to uniquely identify and locate medical
devices from product conception through every step of the
supply chain lifecycle, improving product movement visibility
and patient safety.



GS1 HEALTHCARE PROVIDER RECOGNITION AWARD

Feargal McGroarty receiving the
GS1 HPAC Recognition Award
from GS1 President and CEO
Miguel Lopera at the GS1 Global
Healthcare Conference held in
San Francisco, October 2013

Feargal McGroarty, St James’s Hospital Wins GS1 Healthcare Provider
Advisory Council (HPAC) Recognition Award

The GS1 Healthcare Provider Advisory Council was created in December
2010 to bring together Healthcare Providers who are thought leaders and
early adopters of GS1 Healthcare Standards, with a view to sharing the
practical realities of implementing GS1 Standards in the care giving
environment. 

In October 2013 Feargal McGroarty, FIBMS, IMS Department, St James's
Hospital, Dublin was the recipient of the GS1 Healthcare Provider
Recognition Award.

Feargal has a long history with GS1 starting in 2005 with his involvement in
the St James's Haemophilia traceability project. Since then he has been a
fantastic champion in supporting the evolution of GS1 Standards in
Healthcare and expansion of the Haemophilia traceability project to the
patients’ homes.

Feargal is a passionate and enthusiastic champion of GS1 Standards in
Healthcare in St James's Hospital and beyond. Feargal has also been one of
the Tri-Chairs of HPAC since it was established and this year he was elected
to the GS1 Healthcare Global Leadership Team.

In recent years “Traceability” has
become a hot topic in a number
of sectors, due in part to notable
failures occurring across the
supply chain.  In the healthcare
sector, the increase in counterfeit
pharmaceuticals entering the
legitimate supply chain, as well as
the lack of robust identification of
medical device products, have
made adverse events reporting
difficult and have hindered
efficient product recalls (e.g. PIP
Breast Implants  or Metal-on-
Metal Hip Implants).

As a response to this Public
Health concern, there have been
an increasing number of
traceability pilots undertaken and
several regulations emerging
around the world, for both
Pharmaceuticals and Medical
Devices, aimed at minimising
failures and ultimately improving
patient safety.

GS1 has worked with and
supported numerous
organisations the world over, to
achieve visibility in the healthcare
supply chain, by implementing
traceability systems and solutions
based on GS1 Global Standards.
Although each initiative may have
had a different driver, each
ultimately has the same goal: to
improve patient safety. Many of
these case studies are
documented in the 2013 GS1
Healthcare Reference Book. 

This year’s edition includes a
profile of the GS1 Standards-
based Surgical Instrument
Tracking Solution deployed in
the HSE’s Central
Decontamination Units (CDUs). A
copy of the Reference Book can
be downloaded from our website
www.GS1ie.org/Healthcare 

26

GS1 Healthcare Reference Book
2013/2014

GS1 HEALTHCARE
REFERENCE BOOK

2013
Leading the way in traceability



1

HEALTHCARE BREAKFAST BRIEFING MAY 2013

32ND GS1 HEALTHCARE USER GROUP LAUNCHED IN IRELAND

On April 19th GS1 Ireland hosted
the first Irish Healthcare User
Group (HUG) meeting and
became the 32nd GS1 HUG to
launch globally. Participants in the
group include HSE Procurement,
HSE Patient/Medication Safety, St
James’s Hospital, St Vincent’s
Hospital, Galway Clinic, DCC Vital,
Pfizer, Molnlycke, DePuySynthes
and IPHA. 

The HUG’s mission is to increase
patient safety and to improve
efficiency and value in the
delivery of healthcare (public and
private) in Ireland, through the
use of global standards.  The
launch of Ireland’s Healthcare
User Group illustrates the
significant progress made in the

adoption of GS1 standards in a
number of areas of healthcare in
Ireland. The HUG aims to facilitate
communication about the
adoption of GS1 Standards for

patient safety and efficiency
savings - issues that are now
central to the Irish Government’s
health strategy.

Members of the GS1 Ireland Healthcare User Group at the inaugural meeting in April 2013

GS1 Ireland hosted a Healthcare
Breakfast Briefing on May 15th
2013, during the World of Health
IT Conference and eHealth Week
2013. A packed to capacity room
of over 80 delegates heard from
three guest speakers who are to
the fore of innovation and
transformation in healthcare
supply chain management and
procurement.

The event was chaired by GS1
Board Member Michael Kelly. The
guest speakers were; Vincent
Callan, Facilities Manager, St.
James's Hospital who spoke on a
Hospital's perspective of
adopting Global Standards; Brian
Thornley, Executive Director
Global Customer Supply Chain,

MSD who presented his
organisation's approach to
Pharma Serialisation and the
benefits to be achieved through
GS1 Standards, including
regulatory compliance and finally
Sorcha McKenna, Partner,
McKinsey and Company

presented Strength in Unity, an
independent McKinsey and
Company report published in
October 2012 which highlighted
the cost savings and patient
safety benefits of adopting a
single global supply chain
standard in Healthcare. 

TOGETHER, we make it possible to follow drugs and medical devices
from the manufacturer to the patient, improving efficiency, safety and
patient care.
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Michael Kelly, Chairman, GS1 Ireland’s
Healthcare Committee

Edward Sweeney (NITL), Roy Johnston
(Merck) , Sue Welburn (UPMC Beacon
Hospital)
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GLOBAL HEALTHCARE CONFERENCES 2013

SPRING CONFERENCE, APRIL 2013, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA. 
GS1 Argentina hosted the 23rd GS1 Global Healthcare Conference in April 2013
with the theme of "Improving patient safety through visibility in the supply chain”.
The conference focused on the latest advances in traceability of medicines and
medical devices which optimise the supply chain and patient safety. More than
300 attendees from over 25 countries joined the event, representing
manufacturers, distributors, drugstores, pharmacies, hospitals, associations,
universities and regulatory agencies

AUTUMN CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 2013, SAN FRANCISCO, USA.
In October the 24th global GS1 Healthcare conference took place in San
Francisco.  The event brought together over 280 participants from over 40
countries. During the three-day conference, healthcare professionals
demonstrated the benefits and essential role that GS1 Standards play in today’s
healthcare supply chains. 

This year’s conference was particularly exciting as it took place just a couple of
days after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued the final rule on
Unique Device Identification (UDI), which was the main topic of the first
conference day. Leading healthcare supply chain stakeholders gave their
perspective on UDI and the expected impact it would have on their organisations.

FALSIFIED MEDICINES CONFERENCE 
The Falsified Medicines Conference was hosted by Codico and Domino, in
Carton House, Maynooth on October 22nd 2013. Guest speakers included
Feargal McGroarty, St James Hospital, Christoph Krähenbühl of EFPIA, Ian
Haynes of 3C Integrity and previously Astra Zeneca and Siobhain Duggan
from GS1 Ireland.

The conference addressed the issues facing those who must comply with the
Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) 2011/62/EU which was introduced by the
European Union. The Directive introduces a series of initiatives to increase
patient safety and product security in the pharmaceutical supply chain. While
helping to safeguard the supply chain, there are also measures to regulate
internet sales of medicines and strengthen record-keeping requirements.
Under the Directive, pharmaceutical manufacturers will be required to apply
sophisticated identification and authenticity features on the outer packing of
medicines, including item-level serialisation and tamper-evident labelling. The
Directive comes into effect in December 2017.

GS1 Healthcare is
committed to
bringing together
hospitals,
pharmaceutical
companies,
medical device
manufacturers,
transporters and
others to increase
patient safety
through reduced
medication errors
and improved
product
traceability.

Siobhain Duggan, Director of
Innovation & Healthcare, GS1
Ireland

Craig Stobie, Global Life Sciences
Sector Manager, Domino

Ian Haynes, Co-Founder of 3C
Integrity
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INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT 2013

During 2013 GS1 Ireland was delighted to have been invited to speak at a number of
industry events. We would like to thank all of our partners for the opportunity
afforded to address delegates. Our primary objective in attending seminars and
conferences is to educate and inform industry as to the benefits that standards
adoption can bring, in terms of delivering consumer and patient safety, traceability,
business efficiency and profitability.

Last year GS1 Ireland was pleased to support and participate in:
• Bord Bia Small Business Open Day, January, Dublin
• Bord Bia training for food suppliers on-boarding with major grocery outlets,

February, Dublin
• Irish Exporters & Life Sciences Seminar, June, Cork
• Checkout Fresh Awards, July, Dublin
• Bord Bia / MediaTeam Glas Exhibition for the Horticulture Sector, July, Dublin
• Meet The Buyer events, Public Procurement, September, Belfast & October,

Dublin
• MEDTEC Conference, October, Galway
• VisionID’s Retail and Manufacturing  Technology Seminar, October, Dublin
• Codico/Domino Falsified Medicines Directive Conference, October, Kildare
• Trident Technical Conference, November, Dublin
• Future in Food Conference, November, Dublin
• Medical Devices Summit Europe, November, Dublin
• ECR Supply Chain Conference, November, Dublin

PLATINUM PARTNER 2013

GS1 Ireland would like to acknowledge the support of Atlas Products who were the
GS1 e-Com Platinum Partner for 2013. During the year Atlas provided GS1 Ireland
with support to progress the implementation of GS1 Standards in the retail and
consumer goods and healthcare sectors. In particular we would like to acknowledge
their support of the introduction of EDI electronic ordering in the healthcare sector
in Ireland. Atlas is a GS1 Certified eCOM Solution Provider.

Mike Byrne, CEO, GS1 Ireland (left) and Tony Minogue, Chairman, GS1 Ireland (second from
right) with Bill Pugsley, Chairman Atlas Products (second from left) and Michael Latimer,
Sales Director, Atlas (right) on the occasion of Atlas becoming GS1 Ireland’s eCom Platinum
Partner.

Platinum eCom
Solution Partner 2014
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NEW MEMBERS 2013 BY SECTOR

New organisations that joined GS1 Ireland during 2013 totalled 213. The new Members
came principally from the Food and Beverages (44%), Consumer Goods (26%) and
Healthcare (12%) sectors.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

STANDARDS USERS

At the close of 2013 the GS1 Ireland membership base stood at 2773 organisations spread
across the principal industry sectors of Food and Beverages (46%), Consumer Goods
(22%), Business Products and Services (9%), Building & DIY (7%) and Healthcare,
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices (7%).

MEMBERS BY SECTOR 2013
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Education and standards implementation
support is at the heart of what we do at
GS1. Working with members to
successfully and correctly implement
supply chain standards and solutions is
key to achieving the cost savings,
efficiency and regulatory or customer
compliance objectives.

GS1 offers a range of educational facilities
from online training to classroom and in-
company courses. The training covers all
aspects of GS1 Standards from item
identification to automatic data capture,
to electronic information sharing.

Additionally, specialist workshops are
available on traceability and industry
regulation, addressing areas such food
traceability, unique device identification
for medical devices and serialisation of
pharmaceutical products. 

The expertise of GS1 Ireland staff is
leveraged for all of our classroom and in-
company training sessions, giving you
hands-on, practical guidance and advice. 
For further information on any aspect of
GS1 Training please visit our website
www.GS1ie.org.

TRAINING SERVICES

GS1 Standards make it possible … learn how with GS1 Training

TRAINING COURSE PARTICIPATION 2013 BY COURSE TYPE/METHOD
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At GS1 Ireland we have over 25 years’ experience in supporting organisations throughout
the supply chain, from manufacturers to distributors, to retailers and service providers, on
how GS1 Standards can be best applied to deliver visibility, efficiency, traceability and
safety within the supply chain process. This experience, combined with our organisational
structure as a membership-based, not-for-profit and neutral organisation positions us
ideally, to advise and guide organisations looking to transform their supply chains and
operating processes through the implementation of GS1 Standards based applications and
processes. 

Interoperability, traceability and sustainability are just three of the current business
objectives that are driving organisations to take a closer look at GS1. In 2013 GS1 Ireland
provided advisory and consultancy services to organisations in the healthcare, consumer
goods, food and beverage sectors.

ADVISORY SERVICES

On-site, personalised support during your implementation project
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GS1 Ireland actively promotes the importance of high quality, verified symbols because of
their role in ensuring smooth and efficient supply chain operations. Each year we carry out
verification assessments for many organisations across different industry sectors. Year on
year the number of companies availing of the service grows as stakeholders realise the
financial and reputational implications of poorly printed, non-scannable barcodes. 

The barcode verification gives a detailed analysis and grading of the print quality of barcode
images to ensure that the barcode scans first time, every time. The verification service is
available to product manufacturers, brand owners, printers and packaging designers, each
of whom has a role to play in the success of the finished product. 

BARCODE VERIFICATION

High quality barcode symbols enabling efficient supply chain operations and
consumer satisfaction
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(A company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)



The directors submit their report together with the
audited financial statements for the year ended 31
December 2013.

1. PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES
The mission of the company is to support Irish
organisations in their efforts to improve
supply and demand chain efficiency.  The
principal activities of the company are the
licensing of global company prefixes and
global location numbers to identify products
and locations for the purpose of automatic
data capture and for EDI.  The GS1 global
standards cover Bar Coding, eCommerce,
Data Synchronisation and EPC/RFID.  The
company also provides a range of relevant
professional and advisory services for its user
organisations, including education, training,
and verification services.

2. RESULTS AND REVIEW OF BUSINESS
Total income, inclusive of deposit interest, for
the year ended 31 December 2013 was
€1,782,058 (2012: €1,346,866).

The number of active user companies was
2,773 (2012: 2,765).  The surplus for the year

amounted to €261,816 (2012: deficit
€203,300).  The reserves at 31 December
2013 were €1,074,747 (2012: €812,931).  The
core membership of the company is stable
and mature.

3. DIVIDENDS
The company is a not for profit company and
clause 6 of the Memorandum and Articles of
Association expressly forbids any form of
distribution to the members of the company.

4. EVENTS SINCE THE YEAR END
There have been no significant events
affecting the company since the year end.

5. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
The company has been evaluating the value
of research and development relevant to the
implementation of GS1 standards and
solutions.  The company is also participating
in research and development projects in a
number of sectors including Retail foods (GS1
DataBar), Healthcare (the use of GS1
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barcoding and RFID in the tracking of patients
and medical devices and other equipment) and
Marine (Traceability & labelling). 

6. FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
In 2013, GS1 celebrated the 40th anniversary of
the invention of the GS1 barcode – the moment
in time when the grocery industry came
together to find one way of doing business. In
Ireland, and the other 110 countries where
organisations have adopted our standards, GS1
has successfully established a common
language among suppliers and retailers across
more than 20 sectors, including Retail,
Healthcare, Transport and Logistics,
Automotive, Financial Services and Defence.
While the difficult economic environment
affecting Ireland showed continuing signs of
stabilising in 2013, GS1 Ireland will continue to
play its part in the delivery of global standards
for our members that enable greater
efficiencies in their supply chains’ and that
deliver the benefits achievable through the
adoption of new technologies such as
DataSync.ie.  In so doing, GS1 Ireland will
continue to focus on ensuring that our service
offering remains valued by our membership. 

7. DIRECTORS 
The election and retirement of directors is in
accordance with the Articles of Association.

The names of the persons who were directors
at any time during the year ended 31 December
2013 are set out below.  Unless otherwise
stated, they all served as directors for the entire
year ended on that date.

Tony Minogue – Chairman
John O’Callaghan – Vice Chairman
Mary Campbell
Justin Carton
Pat Casey
Jim Copeland
Tony Graham
Damian Harte
Liam Hartnett (resigned 5 March 2013)

Niall Hartnett (appointed 26 September 2013)

Michael Kelly
Daragh Monahan
Eric Morrissey
Bob Semple
Veronica Sullivan
PJ Timmins
Cormac Watters (appointed 26 September 2013)

Mike Byrne is the Company Secretary.

8. DIRECTORS AND SECRETARY AND THEIR
INTERESTS
The company is limited by guarantee and does
not have any share capital.  Therefore, the
directors and secretary who served during the

year did not have a beneficial interest in the
company.

9. TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING DIRECTORS
There were no contracts or arrangements of
any significance in relation to the company’s
business, or that of related companies, in which
the directors or secretary of the company had
any interest, as defined in the Companies Act,
1990, at any time during the year ended 31
December 2013.

10. RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES
In common with many not for profit
organisations, the organisation must maintain
and develop its income sources to ensure the
continuation of its role in Ireland.  In order to
mitigate this risk, the directors review the
sources of income on an on-going basis.  The
organisation also maintains a comprehensive
strategic and operational Risk Register which
outlines principal risks and mitigating policies.
The register is reviewed by the Directors at
each Board meeting.  In addition, reserve levels
are monitored to ensure that they are
maintained at a reasonable level in the context
of planned expenditure and future
commitments.  The directors are at all times
conscious that maintaining the reputation of
the organisation is critical.

11. GOVERNANCE AND COMMITTEES
GS1 Ireland is Member Organisation of GS1
AISBL and is required to comply with its
Statutes, Code of Practice and other relevant
Agreements as adopted under the General
Assembly of GS1.  In addition to the Supervisory
Board, which meets four times a year and is
responsible for the strategy and overall
performance of the Organisation, the Directors
also participate in four Committees:

a. Operations Committee:
The Operations Committee consists of the
Chair, Vice Chair and CEO.  The Committee
meets four times a year in advance of the
scheduled Supervisory Board meetings and
reviews in detail the organisation’s
management accounts and operational
reports.

b. Remuneration Committee:
The Remuneration Committee consists of
the Chair, Vice Chair and one other
independent Director.  The committee
meets on average once a year to determine
and agree the policy for the remuneration
of the Company’s CEO.

c. Nominations Committee:
The Nominations Committee consists of



The directors are responsible for preparing the annual
report and the financial statements in accordance with
applicable Irish law and the accounting standards
issued by the Financial Reporting Council and
promulgated by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in Ireland (Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice in Ireland).

Company law requires the directors to prepare
financial statements for each financial year which give
a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the
company and of the surplus or deficit of the company
for that period.  In preparing those financial
statements, the directors are required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply
them consistently;

- make judgements and estimates that are
reasonable and prudent;

- prepare the financial statements on the going
concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume
that the company will continue in business.

The directors confirm that they have complied with
the above requirements in preparing the financial
statements.  The directors are responsible for keeping
proper books of account which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position
of the company and to enable them to ensure that the
financial statements comply with the Companies Acts
1963 to 2013.  They are also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and
detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The directors are responsible for the maintenance and
integrity of the corporate and financial information
included on the company’s website.  Legislation in the
Republic of Ireland governing the preparation and
dissemination of financial statements may differ from
legislation in other jurisdictions.

On behalf of the Board

Tony Minogue
John O’Callaghan
6 March 2014

the Chair, Vice Chair and the CEO.  The
committee meets on average twice a year
and the objectives of the committee are to
recommend to the Supervisory Board
individuals suitable for nomination to the
Board and to provide the Supervisory
Board with advice on the structure and
general composition of the Board.

d. Audit and Risk Committee:
The Audit and Risk Committee consists of
the Vice Chair and two other Directors,
with the CEO in attendance.  The
committee meets at least once a year and
is responsible for the oversight of the
Company’s audit and control functions.
This includes financial reporting and
accounting, external audit, regulatory
compliance, the effectiveness of the
internal control environment and
processes, and risk management. 

12. BOOKS AND RECORDS 
The directors are responsible for ensuring that
proper books and accounting records, as
outlined in Section 202 of the Companies Act
1990, are kept by the company.  The directors
have appointed appropriate accounting
personnel in order to ensure compliance with
those requirements.  The books and accounting
records of the company are maintained at The
Nutley Building, Merrion Road, Dublin 4.

13. AUDITORS
The auditors, Mazars, Chartered Accountants,
have expressed their willingness to be re-
appointed in accordance with Section 160(2) of
the Companies Act 1963.

On behalf of the Board

Tony Minogue
John O’Callaghan
6 March 2014

STATEMENT OF DIRECTORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
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We have audited the financial statements of GS1 (Global
Standards 1 (Ireland)) Limited for the year ended 31
December 2013 which comprise the Profit and Loss
Account, the Balance Sheet, the Cash Flow Statement
and the related notes.  The financial reporting framework
that has been applied in their preparation is Irish law and
accounting standards issued by the Financial Reporting
Council and promulgated by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in Ireland (Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice in Ireland).

Respective responsibilities of directors and auditors
As explained more fully in the Statement of Directors’
Responsibilities on page 27, the directors are responsible
for the preparation of the financial statements giving a
true and fair view.  Our responsibility is to audit and
express an opinion on the financial statements in
accordance with Irish law and International Standards on
Auditing (UK and Ireland).  Those standards require us to
comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s Ethical
Standards for Auditors.

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as
a body, in accordance with Section 193 of the Companies
Act, 1990.  Our audit work has been undertaken so that
we might state to the company’s members those matters
we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report
and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted
by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to
anyone other than the company and the company’s
members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or
for the opinions we have formed.

Scope of the audit of the financial statements
An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts
and disclosures in the financial statements sufficient to
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements
are free from material misstatement, whether caused by
fraud or error.  This includes an assessment of: whether
the accounting policies are appropriate to the company’s
circumstances and have been consistently applied and
adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by the directors; and the
overall presentation of the financial statements.  In
addition, we read all the financial and non-financial
information in the director’s report to identify material
inconsistencies with the audited financial statements.  If
we become aware of any apparent material
misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the
implications for our report.

Opinion on financial statements
In our opinion the financial statements:

• give a true and fair view in accordance with Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland of the state
of the company's affairs as at 31 December 2013 and
of its surplus for the year then ended; and 

• have been properly prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Companies Acts 1963 to 2013.

Matters on which we are required to report by the
Companies Act 1963 to 2013
We have obtained all the information and explanations
which we consider necessary for the purposes of our
audit. 

In our opinion proper books of account have been kept
by the company.

The financial statements are in agreement with the books
of account.

In our opinion the information given in the directors’
report is consistent with the financial statements.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
We have nothing to report in respect of the provisions in
the Companies Acts 1963 to 2013 which require us to
report to you, if in our opinion the disclosures of
directors’ remuneration and transactions specified by law
are not made.

Mairéad Divilly
for and on behalf of Mazars
Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
Harcourt Centre, Block 3
Harcourt Road
Dublin 2

6 March 2014

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS REPORT
TO THE MEMBERS OF

GS1 (GLOBAL STANDARDS 1 (IRELAND)) LIMITED



The significant accounting policies adopted by the company are as follows:

a) Basis of preparation

The financial statements have been prepared on the going concern basis and in accordance with
accounting standards generally accepted in Ireland and Irish statute comprising the Companies Acts,
1963 to 2013.  Accounting Standards generally accepted in Ireland in preparing financial statements
giving a true and fair view are those issued by the Accounting Standards Board and promulgated by
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland.

b) Income

Income represents amounts receivable in respect of services provided during the year and is stated
exclusive of value added taxation.  Services in this respect include income from licensing,
membership, training and seminars, and the provision of professional and advisory services to
members.

c) Tangible Assets

Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation.

Depreciation is calculated in order to write off the cost of tangible fixed assets over their estimated
useful lives, using the straight line method.

Computer, software and office equipment 20% / 50% straight line
Furniture and fixtures 20% / 50% straight line 
Leasehold improvements 12.5% straight line

d) Foreign Currencies

Foreign currencies which arise principally in connection with current assets and current liabilities are
translated at the rate of exchange ruling at the balance sheet date.

Profits and losses from foreign currency transactions are dealt with in the income and expenditure
account.

e) Taxation

The company is exempt from corporation tax on its ordinary activities in accordance with the Taxes
Consolidation Act, 1997.  The company is liable for corporation tax on earned deposit interest and
other passive income.

f) Pensions

Pension costs arising under the company-facilitated Personal Retirement Savings Account (PRSA)
scheme are charged to the income and expenditure account as incurred. 

g) Leased Assets

Rentals in respect of operating leases are charged to the income and expenditure account as
incurred.

h) Financial Assets

Financial assets are stated at cost less provision for any permanent diminution in value.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
Year ended Year ended

31 December 31 December 
2013 2012

Notes € €

Income 2 1,738,937 1,331,956
Expenditure <1,510,008 > <1,546,438 >
Operating  <deficit>/surplus 228,929 <214,482 > 
Interest receivable and similar income 5 43,121 14,910
Surplus/<deficit> before taxation 6 272,050 <199,572 >
Taxation 7 <10,234 > <3,728 > 
Surplus/<deficit> after taxation 13 261,816 <203,300 >

======= ========
A statement of total recognised gains and losses has not been prepared as there were no gains or losses for the
year or the preceding year other than as stated above.
All income is in respect of continuing operations.

BALANCE SHEET
31 December 31 December 

2013 2012
Notes € €

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets 8 69,001 123,098

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 9 160,321 149,433
Bank 972,451 343,747
Financial assets 10 300,000 600,000

1,432,772 1,093,180
CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year 11 <427,026 > <403,347 >

NET CURRENT ASSETS 1,005,746 689,833

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,074,747 812,931
========= =======

CAPITAL AND RESERVES
Revenue reserves 13 1,074,747 812,931

========= =======

CASH FLOW STATEMENT
Year ended Year ended

31 December 31 December 
2013 2012

Notes € €

Net cash <outflow>/inflow from operating activities 12 314,952 <104,530 >

Returns on investments and servicing of finance 43,121 14,910

Taxation <21,055 > <3,968 >

Capital expenditure and financial investment
Payments to acquire tangible fixed assets <8,314> <8,947 >
Net proceeds from financial assets 300,000 _____

Net cash inflow/<outflow> from capital expenditure and
financial investment 291,686 <8,947 >

Increase/<decrease> in cash in the year 628,704 <102,535 >

Cash at beginning of year 343,747 446,282

Cash at end of year 972,451 343,747
======== ========

Signed on behalf of the Board by Tony Minogue and John O’Callaghan.  



NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1. LEGAL STATUS OF COMPANY
GS1 (Global Standards 1 (Ireland)) Limited is a company incorporated under the Companies Act 1963,
without share capital, the liability of which is limited by the guarantee of its members, such amount as
may be required, but not exceeding €1.00.  The company is a not-for-profit company and its
Memorandum and Articles of Association expressly forbids any form of distribution to the members
of the company.

2. INCOME
Income represents the amounts receivable in respect of services provided and is stated exclusive of
value added taxation. Services in this respect include income from licensing, membership, training and
seminars, and the provision of professional and advisory services to members.

3. STAFF COSTS 2013 2012
 Wages and salaries 742,317 724,683

Employer PRSI 79,161 67,663
Pension costs 42,989 45,059

864,467 837,405
======== ========

The average number of persons employed by the company in the financial year was 11 (2012: 11).

4. PENSION
The company facilitates a Personal Retirement Savings Account (PRSA) scheme for its employees,
the contributions to which are paid to an independently administered fund.  The pension cost for the
year represents contributions payable to the fund.  The contribution charged to the income and
expenditure account for the year was €42,989 (2012: €45,059).

5. INTEREST RECEIVABLE AND SIMILAR CHARGES 2013 2012
 

Interest receivable 43,121 14,910
====== ======

6. SURPLUS/<DEFICIT> BEFORE TAXATION 2013 2012
Surplus/<deficit> before taxation has been 
arrived at after charging:

Directors’ remuneration --- ---
Auditors’ remuneration – for audit services 10,000 10,000
Auditors’ remuneration – for non-audit services 833 900

Depreciation 62,411 63,592
======= =======

7. TAXATION 2013 2012
 

Corporation tax for the year 10,234 3,728
======= =======

Factors affecting tax charge for year
The current tax charge for the year is different to the current charge that would result from applying
the standard rate of Irish corporation tax to the deficit before taxation.  The differences are explained
below:

Surplus/<deficit> before taxation 272,050 <199,572>
======= =======

Surplus/<deficit> for the year multiplied by the standard
rate of corporation tax in Ireland - 12.5% 34,006 <24,947>

Effects of:

Non taxable mutual trading <28,617 > 26,811
Passive income taxable at higher rate 5,390 1,864
Under provision <545 > ____

Current tax charge for the year 10,234 3,728
====== =====
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

In accordance with the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997, the company is exempt from corporation tax
on its ordinary activities on the basis that any surplus arising is derived from business done with its
members.  The company is only liable to corporation tax in respect of its deposit interest and any
other passive income at the rate of 25%.

8. TANGIBLE ASSETS

Leasehold Fixtures Office
improvements & fittings equipment Computers Total

€ € € € €

Cost

At 31 December 2012 143,570 2,020 25,940 329,056 500,586

Additions           -         -           - 8,314 8,314

At 31 December 2013 143,570 2,020 25,940 337,370 508,900

Depreciation

At 31 December 2012 124,116 2,020 25,388 225,964 377,488

Charge for year 17,946        - 552 43,913 62,411

At 31 December 2013 142,062 2,020 25,940 269,877 439,899

Net Book Amount

At 31 December 2012 19,454        - 552 103,092 123,098

At 31 December 2013 1,508 - - 67,493 69,001
======= ======= ======= ======= =======

9. DEBTORS 2013 2012
Amounts falling due within one year  

Trade debtors 28,458 19,634
Corporation tax 16,522 5,701
Value added tax 1,146 8,190
Paye / prsi 2,955 1,727
Prepayments 111,240 102,763
Sundry debtors             - 11,418

160,321 149,433
======= =======

10. FINANCIAL ASSETS 2013 2012
 

Financial investments  
At cost 300,000 600,000

========= =========

Financial investments matured in March 2013 and an amount of €300,000 was reinvested in financial
investments with a 100% capital guarantee which is due to mature 20th March 2018.  The protected
amount, before tax, is the higher of:

- the original amount invested
- 100.1% of the value of the fund at that stage

The capital protection on the investment with Irish Life Assurances Plc is provided by Permanent TSB.
If, over the investment term, the returns are greater than the capital protection, then Barclays has
contracted to provide to Irish Life Assurance Plc the potential returns for the fund. 
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11. CREDITORS 2013 2012
Amounts falling due within one year  

Trade creditors and accruals 372,680 370,023
Deferred income 46,627 25,497
Other creditors 7,719 7,827

427,026 403,347
======== ========

12. NET CASHFLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 2013 2012
 

Operating surplus/<deficit> 228,929 <214,482 >
Depreciation 62,411 63,592
Movement in debtors <67 > 136,180
Movement in creditors 23,679 <89,820 >

Net cash inflow/<outflow> from operating activities 314,952 <104,530 >
======= ========

13. REVENUE RESERVES 2013 2012
 

At beginning of the year 812,931 1,016,231
Surplus/<deficit> for the year 261,816 <203,300 >

At end of year 1,074,747 812,931
========= =======

14. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS
There were no transactions during the year that required disclosure under Financial Reporting
Standard 8 – “Related Party Transactions”.

15. COMMITMENTS
In November 2005, the company took assignment of a 35 year lease with 20 years remaining, with an
annual rental commitment in respect of its premises at The Nutley Building, Merrion Road, Dublin 4.
The annual commitment of €94,200 is subject to review at five year intervals as specified in the lease
agreement. 

With regard to DataSync.ie, the company also has commitments to payment of annual licence fees to
1WorldSync and annual certification fees to GDSN Inc.  The current licence commitments expire in
August 2016.

16. APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The financial statements were approved by the board of directors on 6 March 2014.
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